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‘God’s last word to Jonah'
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Date: 28 February 2016

Preacher: Reverend David MacLeod

[0:00] Good morning and a warm welcome to the service this morning. It's good to see everyone
and there's at least one regular visitor with us today and if there are any more that I
haven't spotted yet, I feel especially welcome. Tea and coffee at the end of the service,
please stay if you're able to and enjoy fellowship. No evening service tonight in the church
here or the community centre here in Tarbert. But there will be a service in Leverborough
this evening at half past six. The communion in Leverborough have been over the course
of this weekend and the service will be at half past six and after the service there's a
fellowship as well in Leverborough. So I would encourage you to go and as they
supported us and encouraged us by their presence with us over the communion weekend,
let's if we're able to go and worship God with them together and do about it tonight. If
you're needing transport there, then speak to one of the elders please and that could be
provided. The ladies' bio study meets at 8pm tomorrow. Where is it? Where's the location
to be tomorrow? Location to be confirmed? Probably the Queen Street. Ladies' bio study
and clarify that. First Fruit Fellowship meets at half past seven on Tuesday in the Church
of Scotland Hall. Road to Recovery meets on Tuesday at 8pm in the community centre
here. The prayer meeting on Wednesday at half past seven in Kilda Cruises and
discipleship explored continues in the restroom of Living Tell Hebrides on Thursday at
8pm. I'm preaching over the course of next weekend in then Carloway for the communion
season there, Friday, Saturday and Sunday. So I would value your prayers for these three
days. And the services next was they will be paid in the morning by Mr Ian McRae from
CrossCost. The children will all know Mr McRae very well from the school. And Mr
McRae, see the wipes your eyes now, can't they? Mr McRae will be preaching here next
Sunday morning and he would value our prayers for that. In the evening, I'm sure Mr
Farrakhan

McLeod will equally value our prayers as he leads worship here and preaches next
Wednesday all being well. We had a congregational meeting on Friday night. Most of you
would have been there and I expect those who weren't there will have heard something of
the substance of what might honour in the course of the evening. I'm going to ask
Anthony. I'm going to ask Anthony to come up and say a wee word to bring those who
weren't present up to date and say whatever else he's prepared.

Yes, we had a congregational meeting on Friday which was about the church buildings.
That is the proposal to acquire a church building and also a manse.

And I think it was a very positive meeting. I think at the end of it, those of us who were
there felt actually a real sense of God moving us forward on this.

So I'll just outline very briefly, some of you may not have been able to get to that meeting.
Essentially, for the church, we are hoping to put in a bid to buy the Harris Inn. Now many
of you will already know that. In many ways, it's a very appropriate place. It's right in the
right position in Tarbert.

[3:49] We've been into it and we've done surveys and so on. I can't say a lot about it just now,
obviously. But we are hoping that we will be able to put some sort of a bid in for that, to
renovate it. There's a lot of work to be done on it.
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We are also very pleased and grateful to Gordon and Jillian because their house, which is
the one that is just opposite of where we live at the moment, is being made available as a
possible manse.

We've also been into that. We've also been into that. We spoke a lot about it on Friday.
Now, obviously, to acquire these buildings and to do all the renovations costs a lot of
money.

So we have to say, and all of us agreed, when you look to the figures, that really what we
would get is extraordinarily good value.

Nevertheless, it is a lot of money. We would have to go to the free church to get a loan
which would be paid back over 20 years. Now, if you haven't already got one, there's a
form on the way out. You pick up one from the table to spare, which explains a bit more
about that.

[5:06] If we were to get both buildings, then we would actually have to put up front about
£100,000. If we were to get up that, and then we'd have to pay off a loan, which would be
a lot more than that, over 20 years.

We have some money in the bank account, and so we could use some of that. And so
we're not sure how much we would, in the end, have to raise, but it might be in the region
of £80,000, £70,000.

But that has to be put up front, and then the free church would consider whether we are
able to give, if we are sufficient in our giving, to be able to give us a loan over 20 years.

If we do go for the two buildings, then our monthly giving, as a whole, convocation, would
have to increase by about 20%, by about £1,000 per month.

We feel that's achievable, but we don't know. We're leaving this entirely up to God, really.
We're just praying about it. And we're going to see, over the next week or two, what the
pledges are from the congregation, as yourselves.

[6:27] And indeed anybody else outside the congregation who may want to help us. Have a look
at these forms, if you don't already have one. Take one with you. Think prayerfully if you
want to pledge to give something as the immediate lump sum, and whether you want to
increase your giving over and above what you give already to the church and ministry.

I think that's probably everything, Dave. Is there anything else you should have said? I'll
be well. Okay, thank you. Thank you, Anthony.

Those who just came in, a special welcome. So I'm tightening the baby coming in. I don't
know if this is a new congregation. Yes, that's a back row there. So it's good to have you.

We have two wee talks today. And so we thank God for them and we welcome you. Let's
pray for a moment. Our Heavenly Father, we thank you for this your day.

And we thank you for our being together in this place. And we thank you for all that you
have provided for us and all that we trust you to provide for us day by day and week by
week.

[7:47] We thank you that you have made provision for our salvation in Christ. And that is our
absolute focus. That is the reason that we are here.

And that is the reason that we would come together in Christ's name wherever. And Lord,
we thank you for Jesus. We pray that our focus would be upon him in the time that we are
together this morning.

We thank you for his perfect life lived for us. We thank you for his death in our place. We
thank you that he has risen and he reigns and he rules. And one day he will return and
take his church, his people, to be his God eternal.

And so we pray that as we consider these things which are necessary, Lord, guide us and
move us in our hearts that we would respond as you call us to.
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And Lord, we ask that now with the various things that we've talked about in terms of
meetings in the week and the decisions of past week, we ask that you would take from our
minds now anything that would deoccupy us and distract us in a way that would take away
from our focus upon you.

[9:06] Lord, lift our eyes to the hills and beyond. Take away our sin. Fill us with your spirit. And
enable us together to worship you. We pray this in Jesus' name.

Amen. We send now to God's praise. Just before we do, I've got one more information
stuck in my book here.

It says here, soup and pudding lunch, Saturday, 5th March, 11.03 in the community centre
to raise funds for women for mission. We worship God now. We sing to his praise.

And we sing from Mission Praise 31 and the words that are on screen. Mission Praise 31
and the words on screen. I made some grace.

How sweet the sound that saved. A wretch like me I once was lost. But now I'm found.
Was blind. But now I see. Boys and girls, would you like to come out the front, please?

[10:08] Come on a howl today. How are you all today? All fine? Good, good. Going for two, well,
nah. I'm not going to. Two volunteers?

Well, no. I want to start with the, I want to start with the youngest ones. Not quite the
youngest ones. Start with the boys as well, I think, today. So I'm going to pick on Alistair
and John Roddy.

And pull your trousers up, Alistair, and come out. We can't have that. Over here. Don't
front the air, okay?

I want you to start off here, right? Start off. You can be the leader. And you can follow on.
Do you know what marching is? Mm-hmm. You do what, you know what marching is?

So, I'll be the sergeant major. And I'll say quick, not yet. When I say quick march, you start
the march. And then I'm going to tell you to go different ways. I'm going to do a wee test
here.

[11:04] Quick march. That way. Left turn. Quick march.

Left turn. Turn around. Turn around. John Roddy, you're now the leader. John Roddy's
now the leader.

Stop there. Hulk. John Roddy, you come to the front. Now, you're the boss, okay? You're
coming along here. Quick march. Right turn.

Right turn. Excellent. Come on back here. Thank you very much. Now, we'll have two
girls.

Let's have Emma and Bethany. Is that okay? Over here. Same story. Quick march.

[12:09] Right turn. Left turn. About turn. Now, Emma, you're the charge. We're going to face that
way now.

Quick march. Left turn. Okay. About turn. Right. Back here you go. Well done. There's two
more.

Tammy and E&E.; Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay.
Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay. Okay.
Okay. Okay. Quick march.

Right turn. Back and go. Thank you.

Thank you. Why on earth? Why on earth are we doing all this? Do you know why I did
that? I did that because I wanted to show that when you're very small, you struggle to
know which way is right and which way is left, don't you?
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[13:25] It takes a little bit. It takes a little while to learn these things. It takes a little while to learn
these things. You learn these things in school and then you get them into your heads. And
some people, even when they're much older, struggle to know they're right and they're
left.

And you're right. But usually when you get a little bit older, you know you're left. And you
know you're left. So when you're walking along and somebody says, turn right, then you
know which way you're going.

When you're very small, if I got Ailey and Lois and Katrina out, I think they'd probably
struggle to know which way is left and which way was right. Alistair and John Roddy are
just, they're learning when it's still quite confusing.

But when you get to the older ones, usually they've got a pretty good idea which is left and
which is right. Now, in church in the mornings, after you all go to Sunday school, we've
been reading through a book in the Bible called Jonah.

Does anybody know anything about Jonah? Put your hand over if you know something
about Jonah. Yeah, Bethany. What happened to Jonah? He was God's prophet and God
said, Jonah, I've got a job for you.

[14:29] I want you to go to Nineveh. And Jonah said, I don't want to go to Nineveh. I think I'll go in
a different direction. And so he went in a different direction and then it got stormy and
Jonah ended up over the side of a boat and God came and rescued him by sending a big
fish.

He swallowed Jonah, kept him safe and helped Jonah to understand what he needed to
do. Jonah wasn't a very happy prophet.

He wasn't a very happy man. He wasn't very good at obeying God. And Jonah eventually
went to this city called Nineveh and he started to tell him about God.

He didn't care about the people very much. He didn't love the people very much. He didn't
really want to believe in God and be saved. And so do you know what God said to Jonah?

Listen to what God said to Jonah. Jonah was on the side of a hill. Everybody in a sulk.
Jonah was on the side of a hill and he was going, I don't want to be here.

[15:35] I don't like Nineveh. I don't care about these people. And God came along to Jonah and
this is what he said. He said, Jonah, listen to me, Jonah.

He says, in that city that you don't care about, there are more than 120,000 people who
don't know the right hand from their left.

Who is it that doesn't know the right hand from their left? Children. Be children. And God
says to Jonah, Jonah, there are over 120,000 little children in that city.

Shouldn't I love them? Shouldn't I be concerned for them? And of course, the answer was
yes. And God was. He loved the whole city. But especially, he said to Jonah, how much
we should love the children.

Remember when Jesus was on this world. He was busy going this place and that place
and the next place. And one day there was some children who were coming up to Jesus.

[16:44] And the disciples said, get the children out of here. Get them away. We're far too busy for
this. Jesus said, let the children come to me.

Why did he say that? Because he loved them. And still, God loves the children. Jesus
loves the little children.

And he wants you and he wants all of us to trust him. And to become his friends. By
asking that he'll take away our sin and come into our lives.
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We're going to sing about that in a wee second. We'll pray first. Our Heavenly Father, we
thank you that you are God and you do not change. And just as you said to Jonah, how
much he should love these little children, especially.

And that whole city. We thank you that today. And still you are saying that to us. Just as
Jesus said, let the children come to me. Don't hinder them. We thank you that today.

[17:53] You are still calling the little children to come in faith to you. We thank you, Lord, as we
come to you. You give us rest. You give us peace. You give us your love.

And Lord, you never let go of us. Thank you that although we may struggle with lots of
things in this world, you never fail us. You never let us die.

And so we pray that the little children would come to you. And we thank you for all the little
children that we have here today. From the tiny wee babies, Ezra and all the way up to the
older ones.

And Lord, we ask that you would bless them. He with baby Ezra, he with Joyce as the girl
as well. And we ask, Lord, that you would bless them and bless all the children in some of
us.

And we'll help the teachers as they speak to tell them about Jesus. And Lord, we pray that
you would all hear us to hear today of your love for us. We pray this in Jesus' name.

[18:54] Amen. We're going to sing now. And the words are on the screen. And they'll also be in
the hymn book, the red one, at number 418. 418 in the hymn book.

And it's a very familiar hymn. So I want to hear all the wee ones singing up really loud.
Jesus loves me, this I know. For the Bible tells me so. Little ones to him belong.

They are weak, but he is strong. We're returning our Bibles to Jonah. And chapter 4.
Jonah chapter 4.

And we'll just read in from verse 10 of chapter 3. We know from having followed this that
Jonah came with a message to the Nabi, albeit reluctantly. The people heard God's
warning to them.

And they turned away from their evil ways, from their sin. And it says in verse 10 of
chapter 3. When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had
compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.

[20:13] But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry. He prayed to the Lord. Oh Lord, is
this not what I said when I was still at home? This is why I was so put to flee to Tarshish.

I knew that you were a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abiding in
love. A God who relents from sin and calamity. Now, O Lord, take away my life.

For it is better for me to die than to live. But the Lord replied, Have you any right to be
angry? Jonah went out and sat down at the place east of the city.

There he made himself a shelter, sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to
the city. Then the Lord God provided a vine and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade
for his head to ease his discomfort.

And Jonah was very happy about the vine. But at dawn, the next day, God provided a
worm, which chewed the vines that it withered. Then the sun rose.

[21:16] God provided a scorching east wind. And the sun blazed on Jonah's head, so that he
grew faint. He wanted to die and said, It would be better for me to die than to live.

But God said to Jonah, Do you have a right to be angry about the vine? I do, he said. I am
angry enough to die. But the Lord said, You have been concerned about this vine, though
you do not tend it or make it grow.

It sprang up overnight and died overnight. But none of you, it's more than 120,000 people
who cannot tell their right hand from their left. And many captive as well.
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Should I not be concerned about that great city? Amen. And may God bless that reading
of his word to his Father for the only reading of the Sintra.

Thank you. Bye. Like you sent me. See you■■■ on■MET. Everybody is in the door Every
once in the of the Wars Before that you read.

[22:19] I want to talk to you now onence in the Holyài S comuns in the church and with people
hearing that dreams that love apart from you get through is to return to the peace of the
Lord.

Kill with us now and to control the peace of God.! If you aren't.

We are safe. Myirk is a surgeon named Aruma Garevan Gette Hasta La compte The
Read Sufficient in Tee's Today, we were twins through written poetry.

We'll meet expectations. We will meet in different things. Enjoy our days. We love
proclaims this 250 years.

Remember, we've recovered our body byasing our current speech. We remember and
you feel sorry, we'veaggio■. We will be able to pray for them.

[24:25] get up, or walk, or walk, or walk around, or walk, or walk around, or walk■ils to Égl. When
we see kids, we get to it and get up.

When we interact, they can get up just as once. When we are in acts of gender, when they
have got to cierre and be in our acts of death■u■■■ über Gen Station.

change in our lives of free, even as God and may not depart from home, With the Odoch
God to meet this, Thank God to God to be blessed, with the cross let me grow and give
happiness and rest So.

they■ dis couple. If you have to type it please. One will next day when thehing is unf40 in
the night.

On the way to sleep. On the fyndaad■m on the body. These old■■hh are nam traffastory.

[27:27] Now to my John■nac■■■ory about two away. But generally it is one of the old traditions
to presentES a teacher named His Lord, on earth, for their antigenIV■orduima courses
called Jesus.

■■■■■■ and the morning■■■■■ from C trained, the sustainer of the world without
paying much attention to Mother. So I ask you a way that my parents ■■■■ was a■■■■
scrip. and he said this way.

Now wait here and ask and their■■ to understand and shall not offer your symptoms
because your attitude and and takingpect about you can do anything must happen chi
Back to earth, the never thought before, never thought, never thought, evenHigh way
when there was a peace friend.

jer staying grateful, because of your unity, And by the way, Everything I'm thinking about
the Lord would just main presence in my circle.

It with His qualities in between me, and this is leading you life. We bam, we all really get
somos, we all see the other If concepts, that says we have lost enlightenment in their
circle.

[29:45] doing the lower arm than he eats is you■■ongh video canviergo■■■ leavono The F
optional Christmas Christmas Christmas.

Was the Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas, what you're my first child here in our
family, this ever comes after a life without boredomim or ■■■ and to stand the■ will move
or leurs friends flurries.
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■■ bye or nada watch biography brother, sweet ■■, ède nuttieb me and know boy Oh my
God goodbye G naszych returns it- um two■ so is we sing again to god's praise this time
from sam 139 and we sing in gala psalm 139 and verses 7 to 10 for my spirit whither shall
i go or from thy presence why send thy heaven go thou art there there in hell i lie take out
the morning wings and dwell in utmost parts of sea even their lord shall thy hand me leave
thy right hand hold shall meet these two stanzas to god's praise me let me see them to
sing let me oh
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