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[ 0: 00] I send a warm welcome. Good evening. Nice to be here. And we pray the Lord's blessing
on! Our time together and those that are watching online, likewise, pray they would know God's
blessing.

Just to run through a couple of the intimations, Youth Fellowship will meet after the evening service.
Stay behind for that if you're here. Pray for General Assembly. David will be at the General
Assembly next week, God willing. So pray for everything that goes on there. Ladies Fellowship,
Little Fishers, Oud to Recovery, if | can see the screen, Scripture Union, Prayer Meeting this week.
And just to highlight Hope Explored, we begin on Thursday evening, the room next door. Anyone
that's interested in the Christian faith, finding more about the Christian faith, you're very welcome to
come along. And I'll be praying for that as well. There's also a notice for hospitality evening.

And please let Margarita know if that's right. I think it is on the email. Details are on the email. And
Margarita has, please let her know if you intend to go to that Friday evening. And also just to
highlight, just many of you heard that Helen Morrison's funeral will take place Church of Scotland 12
o'clock on Tuesday. So likewise, be praying for the family and their loss.

So | think that's all the intimation. So we'll begin our time of worship. We'll begin by singing in Psalm
51. Sing in Gaelic in Psalm 51. The first two verses.

[ 2: 13] Il read them in English first. After thy loving kindness, Lord, have mercy upon me. For thy
compassion's great blot out all mine iniquity. Me cleanse from sin and thoroughly wash from mine
iniquity. For my transgressions. | confess my sin | ever see. We come to the Lord confessing our
sins and in his great love and compassion washes them all away, blots them out.

So we'll sing these words in Gaelic and we'll remain seated for the singing. My god who fades from
the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that
fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the
singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades
from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing
that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from
the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that
fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the
singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades from the singing that fades
from the singing that fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the
fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades
from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the fades from the
fades from the fades from the fades fades from the fades fades from the Oh

Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh

Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh Oh My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My Well now | ask John McSween if he can
come up and lead us in Gaelic and prayer.

| ask John McSween if he can come up and lead us in Gaelic.
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[ 7: 14] He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and lead us in Gaelic.

He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and lead us in Gaelic.

He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and lead us in Gaelic.

He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and
lead us in Gaelic.

He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and lead us in Gaelic.

[ 8: 21] He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can come up and lead us in Gaelic.

He can come up and lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can
lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic.

He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in
Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead
us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic.

He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. He can lead us in Gaelic. My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My

My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
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god My god My god My god My god My god My My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
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god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My

[11: 32] My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god
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god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
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god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
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god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
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god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My god My
god My god My god My god My god My god My Thank you John.

We'll continue in our praise. We'll sing in Mission Praise 200. Great is thy faithfulness. O God my
Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee.

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not. As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be. So we'll
stand in a moment and sing these words.

[ 16: 07] To God's praise, great is thy faithfulness. O God my Father. Great is thy faithfulness.

O God my Father, there is no shadow of turning with thee.

Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not. As thou hast been, thou forever wilt be.
It is thy faithfulness. It is thy faithfulness. Morning by morning, new mercies | see.

All'l have been, thy hand, as | did. Great is thy faithfulness.

[ 17: 30] Lord, I'l do thee. Summer and winter and springtime and harvest.

Summer and start in their forces above. Join with all picture in life, all witness.

To thy faithfulness, mercy and love. Greatest my faithfulness, greatest my faithfulness, morning by
morning new mercies | see.

All I have been, | am just provided, greatest my faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Pardon, forsake and a peace that endureth, my own dear presence to cheer and to guide.

[ 18: 55] Strength for today, a bright hope for tomorrow, blessings all mine, the ten thousand
beside.

Greatest my faithfulness, greatest my faithfulness, morning by morning new mercies | see.

All I have needed, | am just provided, greatest my faithfulness, Lord unto me.

Now turn and read in scripture and we'll return to Paul's letter to Philemon. If you're looking for it in
the Bible, it's just before the book of Hebrews.

A short letter that we started looking at last week. We'll continue in the next few verses.

[ 20: 14] But we'll read the whole letter again just to be familiar with what's been said in it. So
Philemon at the beginning.

Paul, our prisoner for Christ Jesus and Timothy, our brother. To Philemon, our beloved fellow
worker and Aphia, our sister, and Archippus, our fellow soldier, and the church in your house.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. | thank my God always
when | remember you in my prayers.

Because | hear of your love and of the faith that you have towards the Lord Jesus and for all the
saints. And | pray that the sharing of your faith may become effective for the full knowledge of every
good thing that is in us for the sake of Christ.
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For | have derived much joy and comfort from your love, my brother, because the hearts of the
saints have been refreshed through you. Accordingly, though | am bold enough in Christ to
command you to do what is required, yet for love's sake | prefer to appeal to you.

[ 21: 42] I, Paul, an old man and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus, | appeal to you for my child
Onesimus, whose father | became in my imprisonment.

And formerly he was useless to you, but now he is indeed useful to you and to me. | am sending
him back to you, sending my very heart.

| would have been glad to keep him with me, in order that he might serve me on your behalf during
my imprisonment for the gospel. But | prefer to do nothing without your consent, in order that your
goodness might not be by compulsion, but of your own accord.

For this perhaps is why he was parted from you for a while, that you might have him back forever.
No longer as a bondservant, but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother, especially to me,
but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

So if you consider me your partner, receive him as you would receive me. If he has wronged you at
all, or owes you anything, charge that to my account.

[ 23: 06] I, Paul, write this with my own hand. | will repay it, to say nothing of you, owing even your
own self. Yes, brother, | want some benefit from you in the Lord.

Refresh my heart in Christ. Confident of your obedience, | write to you, knowing that you will do
even more than | say.

At the same time, prepare a guest room for me. For | am hoping that through your prayers, | will be
graciously given to you. Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ, Jesus, sends greetings to you.

And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. The grace of the Lord Jesus
Christ be with your spirit.

Amen. May the reading of God's word be a blessing to us as we hear it together. Before we come
back to that passage, we'll sing once more, and we'll sing in Psalm 103.

[ 24: 14] Psalm 103 from the beginning to verse 5. O thou my soul, bless God the Lord, and all that
in me is, be stirred up his holy name to magnify and bless.

Bless, O my soul, the Lord thy God, and not forgetful be of all his gracious benefits he hath
bestowed on thee. All thine iniquities, who doth most graciously forgive, who thy diseases, all and
pains, doth heal and thee relieve, who doth redeem thy life, that thou to death mayest not go down,
who thee with loving kindness doth intend on mercy's crown, who with abundance of good things
doth satisfy thy mouth, so that, even as the eagle's age, renewed is thy youth.

So we'll sing these verses to God's praise. O thou my soul, bless God the Lord. We'll stand to sing.
O thou my soul, bless God the Lord, and all that in me is, be stirred up his holy name, to magnify
and bless.

Bless, O my soul, the Lord thy God, and not forgetful be of all his gracious, The benefits he has be
stoned on thee.

All thy name, greatest good art, most preciously forget.

[ 26: 37] For my diseases, all | care, thou fear and me reveal.

Who doth redeem thy life, thy God, to death mayst not go down.

Who deal with loving kindness, thou and tender mercy's cry.

Who with abundance of good things, thou satisfy thy mind.

So that he has me, because it reneweth his fire.

[ 28: 01] Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. We'll turn back to the passage
we read in Paul's letter to Philemon.

We're going to read, we're going to look at the passage from verse 8 down to verse 16.

And we'll read again at verse 9. Yet for love's sake, | prefer to appeal to you.

I, Paul, an old man, and now a prisoner also for Christ Jesus, | appeal to you for my child
Onesimus, whose father | became in my imprisonment.

So last week we began looking at this small letter, the smallest of Paul's letter, letter to Philemon.
And we look at, sort of gave it a general introduction last week.

[ 29: 08] We looked at the beginning, the greeting there, and we looked down to verse Mark 7. We
thought about the people that were mentioned there, the church, the house of Philemon.

As a wealthy man, he had this house big enough for them. He obviously had a slave, turned out to
be a bad slave.
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But that's been a change in this passage we come to. And we also thought about Paul's prayer.
Paul's prayer, thanking the Lord for Philemon's witness, thanking the Lord for Philemon's example,
his great love for the saints.

And it was a refreshing thing that brought joy to Paul as he was in prison, thinking about Philemon,
thinking about his witness, thinking about his life.

Philemon'’s life had the effect of refreshment. As we come now, we think that, well, everything's
been relatively positive in the letter.

[ 30: 23] With Philemon, this letter would have been likely read amongst the church and to those to
whom it was addressed. And for Philemon, encouraging to hear these things, probably a bit
embarrassing for him.

To hear Paul speak of him in such a way. But we'd probably agree and say that, well, nothing's
here. It's not been made up. It's not lies.

It's truth. It's who Paul recognizes Philemon to be. And especially what's coming. It's not as if Paul's
trying to butter up Philemon for what's coming.

Because something hard is coming. But he's just saying, this is who you are. This is your character.
And this is how | see you as.

Continue in that way. Don't disappoint me. But continue to be an encouragement to me. Continue to
give me joy and comfort.

[ 31: 29] Even as | challenge your heart. Even as | make this challenge to you Philemon. Even as
l, it's almost as if he's dropping this bomb.

This surprise. And what's the challenge he's going to bring? It's reconciliation. It's restoring a
relationship with someone who's offended you.

Now boys and girls, even the youngest here, know what it's like when someone offends us. When
someone does something bad. When a brother or sister does something to us.

Their hearts are hard. And we're hard to then. We don't to play with them even for a wee while.
But reconciliation is bringing things back together. Forgiving one another. Restoring that
relationship. So we play with one another as we did.

[ 32: 27] And the reconciliation that Paul's pleading for here is. It's between the slave and
Philemon himself.

The slave's obviously severely offended Philemon. He's disappeared on him. He's disobedient.
He's probably stolen something.

There's great cost involved here. Paul's going to challenge him to reconcile this relationship. The
guestion's almost lurking in the back end.

What are you going to do Philemon? What are you going to do? Now we're not explicitly told what
Philemon did. But | highlighted last week that in one of the dictionaries that | read.

That | had noted that. That Philemon was stone to death. Athia was stone to death. Archippus was
stone to death. And Onesimus was stone to death.

[ 33: 32] My god who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who
was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so
small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small
who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who
was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so
small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small
who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who
was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so
small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small
who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who was so small who
was so small who was so small who was so us dearly, what's Philemon going to do?

What do we do? How do we respond? And maybe that's something that speaks to our hearts
tonight. Maybe there's someone we're not reconciled with.

And maybe we think of that person that severely offended us or hurt us. What are you going to do?
Now, as we look at this appeal that Paul makes to restore this relationship between the master and
the slave, | want to look at the way in which it's done.

Paul makes an appeal in love in verses 8 and 9. Second, Paul makes an appeal for Onesimus, a
slave. And then lastly, Paul makes an appeal for actually more than a slave.
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An appeal for a brother. There's appeal that's made in love. There's an appeal that's made for
Onesimus, a slave. And there's an appeal for a brother.

[ 35: 07] And the last two points will likely overlap, as we'll see. So, there's an appeal here that's
made in love in verses 8 and 9.

This is Paul's approach. You see, he begins there, accordingly. So, it's as if what's been said before
about you, Philemon, you and your character, what's true of you, so continue to be.

Accordingly, be that same person. And then he comes, almost softening the blow of the bomb he's

going to drop.

Paul's an apostle. Paul's an apostle.

With some authority in the church. A voice to be listened to. And he's here appealing as an old man.
[ 36: 12] A prisoner for Christ Jesus. He's restricted. He's limited. Paul says, | could command you
to do the right thing here.

But rather, I'm not going to be so forceful. As long as if Paul's laying that power aside. To let
Philemon make the right decision himself.

But Philemon will act according to his will. Other than being under compulsion to do it. And this
letter's been read in front of the church.

There's always going to be an additional accountability there between everyone. Because you know
that makes a bit of difference. If you know that everyone's listening, everyone's watching, you might
think twice about the way you act.

You might think twice about what you're going to say. Paul can command him to do what is right.
And for easy, the command is an easy command for Paul to make.

[ 37: 30] But he's going to leave it up to Philemon. He's going to incline what his preference is. And
what the right thing to do is.

He's going to tell him what the right thing is to do. But he's going to leave it up to Philemon. And
he's going to leave it up to the church. To see how he's going to respond.

You know, sometimes it's better to let people make their own decisions. As hard as it can be.
Probably as a parent, | mean, a teenager. Sometimes you just have to let them learn. Let them go
their own way.

Being told to do the right thing is one thing. But actually, when you're free to make up your own
mind and to decide yourself, makes all the difference.

[ 38: 29] You've got to think of the outcomes of your actions. But, you know, allowing people to
make their own decisions.

Allowing people even to make mistakes. It might not always be a bad thing. It shapes it. And it's
shaped here.

It's referred to here. That the mistake that the slave Onesimus has made in God's providence might
actually be the thing that brought him back.

Changed. But as we present the gospel. It should be preached with love.

It should be preached with a loving appeal. As Paul says in another, | do not have love. I'm just a
noisy bell. A gang, a cymbal. The word of God itself speaks with love.

[ 39: 43] It appeals to us in love. What Christ has done for us. Having a heavy hand. Having a
command.

In such things. We know it doesn't have much of a positive outcome. But when we persuadively
make a loving appeal.

To make up our own decisions. To make us think. To reason what has been said. And to act rightly.
It places a responsibility on our lap.

When Jesus says that. If you believe in me. If you trust in me. If you have faith in me.

You will have eternal life. He will save us. But if you follow your own heart. It's going to lead to
disaster. And we make a loving appeal.

[ 40: 47] That you be persuaded. To follow Jesus Christ. And not to follow your heart. | remember.

I mean. I've had a few cars. But it was. | think it was when | was 17 or 18. I'm just thinking. It's just a
game. That's this life. I'm wanting.

I'm wanting. I'm wanting. I'm following my heart. And the Bible verse was. I'm chasing the wind. It's
empty. | knew that it was just going to leave me empty.

| knew there was going to be nothing in the end. There for me. And so we make a loving appeal. To
those.
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Who do not yet. Believe and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. Because what the Bible tells us.
[ 41: 46] Is that if we do not. We'll be lost forever. In an eternity in hell. That's a scary prospect.

That's a scary reality. And so we appeal. To you to come. To do what is right.

To hear the gospel. And to put your faith in Christ. But as we go on in this letter.

There's an appeal made in love. For restoration. Between. Philemon and Onesimus. But there's an
appeal made.

To restore the slave. An appeal for Onesimus directly. In verse 10. And | appeal to you for my child.
Onesimus. Be reconciled with him.

[ 42: 46] It's almost as if you can hear him. | know he's hurt you. We don't know what he did. We
don't know if he stole anything.

But there's certainly a cost. Involved in it. And it's understood that this letter was brought by a man
named Tychicus. And Onesimus himself.

They're referenced in Colossians 4. As delivering that letter. And they think that Philemon was
delivered at the same time. The two of them together. So you can picture it almost.

Tychicus. And Onesimus. Coming to Philemon's house. What was Onesimus expecting? Philemon
would have probably punished Onesimus.

And actually that's what the world would have expected. That was the right thing for them to do. In
their day. And the level of punishment probably was dependent upon the master's cruelty of their
heart.

[ 43: 50] Maybe even just telling Philemon to go away. | can't help but wonder what Philemon's
heart felt like.

Seeing them coming back. That one who had run away. He fled with whatever value it was.
Betrayed his trust.

Offended him. How much anger was he feeling? Knowing he had the power there and then. To do
what the world expected.

Maybe he's thinking I'll punish you. But we will be adding to the story. In that way. And we will be
adding to the story if we.

Maybe imagine that. Tychicus here. Saying. Hold fire. Read the letter. Leave Onesimus.

[ 44: 53] Just now. Paul. Will make an appeal to you. To live. Just as you have been living. To be
faithful.

To love the saints. To be someone that brings refreshment. To others. It's almost as if. As David
always says.

Keep on keeping on. Keep on being faithful. Keep on loving Jesus. Keep on being an
encouragement. And a refreshment to each other.

Do the right thing. Not what the world expects of you. Do the thing that will glorify Jesus.

Jesus. As we represent Jesus in this world. As we are Jesus' ambassadors.

[ 45: 54] We seek to love lives that will glorify his name. And so we live. We aim to live.

In that way. Philemon has a choice to make. Philemon has a challenge that will face his heart.
Because reconciliation. When someone's offended us. Can be the hardest thing to do. When
they've offended us. And we've done nothing wrong.

And the blame lies with them. How is our heart. In such a matter. But as we listen to this letter.
Or as Philemon would have listened to this letter. He says. And he says that Paul. Describes.
Onesimus.

[47: 02] Asachild. In verse 10. | have become. His father. In my imprisonment. It's almost as if
he's been teaching him.

And instructing him. To do the right thing. And then in verse 12. It says. | am sending him back.
You're sending my very heart. He would have gladly kept him there with us.

He's saying. But as if it's sending his heart. It's as if he's sending his own child. It's almost as if it's a
painful thing to let him go.

It's hard for Paul to send him. Why? The slave. The thief.

The liar. What's happened? What's happened? Well he's been. He's been converted. And that
changes everything.

[ 48: 01] In the matter. Paul alludes to this change in verse 11. He calls him not only a child. But he
calls him something else.
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Paul's making a play on words here.

Onesimus is a hame that was commonly given to slaves. Which means profitable or useful. Paul is
saying. | know he was useless.

He was useless. He was useless. To you. It's almost as if. Onesimus. He was a bit of a chancer. He
was a bit of a. A chocolate teapot.

You couldn't. Rely on him for anything. You couldn't trust him with anything. But he's now.

[ 48: 58] Useful. Totally opposite. Totally different. Conversion. Changes. Everything. Even
changes our worth.

Our work ethics. Changes our attitudes. To our employer. Changes our attitudes.

To our relationships. Onesimus. He's now valuable. He's useful.

Paul proves it. He wanted to keep him there. And the fact that he's a changed man. Is evident. Why
is it evident?

Because he comes back. He comes back to Philemon. His presence says. I'm sorry. His presence
says everything. Doesn't it? I'm sorry.

[ 50: 01] I deserve punishment. I'm guilty. It's the same as a prodigal son. Returning home to his
father. Expecting nothing.

Expecting punishment. Expecting the laws. To the job that he could get. But Onesimus. He's been
reconciled in his own heart. To go back.

To do the right thing. And sure as anything. It wouldn't have been easy for Onesimus. He knew his
guilt. He knew the right thing was to go back to his master.

But again the question lies. How would Philemon respond? What's he going to do? Maybe he's
thinking up for what he was going to get him to do.

How many drains he was going to get him to clear. How many toilets he was going to get him to
clean. The lowest of the low. The worst jobs. And he could make him work all day for it. What was
his heart saying?

[ 51: 05] In this matter. Could he put these feelings aside? Could he lay aside the power that was
in his hand? Even it was.

Just to send him away. And to ignore. This man that had hurt him. And offended him. Because
we're probably guilty of doing that ourselves.

We have the power to ignore people. When they offend us. To treat them how we want. If we don't
really have any power to do anything else.

We can just ignore them. Can't we? We try and almost control the matter. With our own warrants.
I'm not going to speak to you anymore. I'm going to pretend you're not there.

We remember so well. When people offend us. Don't we? Reconciliation takes conquest.

[ 52: 08] Conguering our own heart. It takes conquering our own heart. Conquering even the
expectations of the world. What does everyone else think the right thing is to do?

How does everyone else expect you to treat that person for what they have done to you? Your
friends might be saying you're mad.

To be friends again. With that person. You're silly to have him back. I'm pretty sure there would
have been plenty saying that about Philemon.

That guy stole off you. That guy's betrayed your trust. The world would have sent him away. The
world would have sent him away. But Paul pleads.

Paul appeals. To be reconciled. With Onesimus. He's robbed you blind. And you're going to have
him back. Do we make room to restore relationships?

[ 53: 19] To be reconciled. To be reconciled. To be reconciled. To be reconciled. It's a parable of
the unforgiving sin. It's a parable of the unforgiving sin. Do we make room to restore relationships?
If someone's especially repentant towards us, we should be so willing to. It's a parable of the
unforgiving servant.

The man that had been forgiven thousands by his master then went out and hounded the man that
owed him a couple of hundred dinara.

He knew what forgiveness was, but he wouldn't forgive the one that had hurt him or had cost him.

And as Christians, we know the greatest of forgiveness.

And yet it is our heart hard to forgive others who have offended us in probably small matters. That
same passage teaches us how many times we should forgive one another.
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70 times 70. Keep forgiving them. Especially when they're repentant and they're sorry, truly sorry
for what they've done.
[ 54: 53] The gospel changes us. As Christians, it should change our attitude with one another.

Change our relationships. Change our approach. Jesus has forgiven us. Do we find our hearts
forgiving to our brothers and sisters?

Which takes us to the last point. We have an appeal in love. We have an appeal for Onesimus, the
slave that has offended Philemon. And then we have an appeal here for a brother.

And this will be a significantly shorter point. You'll see there in verse 15, it says, For this perhaps
was why he was parted for you for a while, that you might have him back forever.

Philemon made a mistake, didn't he? Onesimus made a mistake. Did his own thing. Made the
mistake.

[ 56: 02] But actually, the outcome of it was that he realized what he had done. When the
responsibility had been placed on his lap, what he had been done, he realized what he had done.

He had thought it over. Paul had probably spoken to him about what he had done. He realized his
mistake. He came back.

It's verse 16. No longer as a bondservant, but more than a bondservant, as a beloved brother. This
mistake changed his life.

And so often it's like that, isn't it? It's like that. We have to make a mistake before we do the right
thing. Maybe it's like that.

Before you came to faith, you made so many mistakes. Before you would actually come to the
master.

[ 57: 08] to Jesus. The church should be a place of reconciliation.

The church should be a place of restoration. The church should be a place where we forgive one
another. The church should be a place contrary to what the world expects.

The church should be a place. We welcome back the runaway. We welcome back those who have
offended us, those that have made mistakes, that they would be with us forever as brothers.

As we're often the runaway ourselves. And it's often that we need to come back. Knowing our
mistake, knowing our sin, knowing our guilt, we come back to our master and we stand there.

And we say, I'm sorry. We come back with our tails between our legs. With a repentant heart.

[ 58: 25] And when we do that, the Bible tells us that he is faithful and just to forgive us. He's
faithful and just to forgive us.

And that's a lesson for us all in our daily lives. And how we respond to those that offend us
ourselves.

Jesus is waiting for the runaways to come back.

that you would be reconciled with him. Jesus doesn't have the hostility in his heart. As we question,
what would Philemon do?

Jesus will welcome you back. For sure. There's no hostility in his heart. If you come, sorry for your
sins, repentant for all that you have done.

[ 59: 31] He will welcome you as a brother. To be with him forever. What's holding us back is our
own heart.

What's holding us back is the hardness of our own heart to come to our master. to come to the one
that will forgive us. He's waiting for you tonight.

If only you'd come and be reconciled in your own heart. That you're guilty.

That you need forgiveness. That you need Jesus. That if you do, you'll be with him forever.

It's appeal that we make in love. it's an appeal to the runaway slave.

[ 60: 43] And it's an appeal to the brothers and sisters. If we have offended anyone, to be
reconciled with them.

And those that repent to forgive. To forgive. And to welcome them with joy. As we have
experienced that forgiveness.

As we have experienced that reconciliation. And as we know of that of that sure eternal welcome
that we'll have.

As Jesus welcomes us and forgives us. So | pray there'll be a blessing to us all. we'll conclude our
time together by singing in Mission Praise 31.

Amazing grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. | once was lost but now I'm
found. Was blind but now | see.
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[ 61: 56] So we'll sing these words in a moment. We'll stand to sing Amazing Grace how sweet the
sound. Amazing Grace how sweet the sound that saved a wretch my ear.

| once was lost but now I'm found. Was blind but now | see.

T'was grace that taught my heart to fear. And grace my fears to be.

| see. | see. | see. How precious in the grace appear the earth | first believe.

through many through many dangers and sins | have already | know.

[ 63: 31] Tis this that brought me safe and grace and grace and grace will lead me home.

When we've been left and burst the tears and shining at the sun when we've been left and burst the
tears and shining at the sun and shining at the sun at the sun and shining at the sun we've all and
dare to sing your praise first we've been and when we first we've left.

Amen. Concluding prayer Our Father in Heaven we thank you that through Jesus Christ you are a
forgiving Father.

And Lord we give thanks when we see forgiveness and reconciliation between one another in our
own lives. That it is a work of your reconciliation showing itself in us.

may it be a refreshing thing for us to witness and see and we see it all the more. So Lord we ask
that you'd bless us part us with that blessing in Jesus name Amen.
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