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[4:13]

A warm welcome to everybody tonight. It's great to see you all out on such a lovely
evening.! So, looking forward to that very much. So, please, if you can, stay behind for the
praising. That'll be great.

So, we're going to start our service tonight by singing in Gaelic Psalm 40. Psalm 40, and
I'm just going to read the first verses.

Beginning of the Psalm.

So, we remain seated as we sing this in Gaelic. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank
you.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Please, if you are singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing, singing,
singing, singing, Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.

Thank you. Thank you.
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This is the first time the | voy voy voy voy voy voy voy voy voy Voy Voy VoY VOy VoY Voy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOy
VOY VOY VOYy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOYy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOYy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY Voy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOoy
VOY VOY VOy VOYy VoY VoY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOY VOYy VoY VoY VoY Voy vVoy voy Please

[8:19] Please, if you are thinking, Amen.

We're going to sing to God's praise now. The hymn, Your Grace That Leads This Sinner
Home, From Death to Life Forever. It is up on the screen.

Let's sing this to God's praise. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen.
Amen.

Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. He leads this sinner home from death to life forever and sings
the song of righteousness by blood and not by merit.

You raise the reach of God and life to every type and nation and told my heart to enter in
the joy of your salvation.

[10: 20] Thy grace | am redeemed. Thy grace | am restored and now I'm breathing on with two the
arms of Christ my Lord.

The grace that | cannot explain don't find my earthly wisdom.
The prince of mine without the stain was traded for his sinner.

By grace | am redeemed. By grace | am restored and now | freely walk into the arms of
Christ my Lord.

VOy VoY VoY Voy voy voy voy Lord, my song resound forever.
[11: 43] For faiths will see me on the door to walk beside my Savior.

By grace | am redeemed, by grace | am restored. And now | really walk into the arms of
Christ my Lord.

It's all about grace. Hopefully we'll get that message and I'll get that message tonight as
we look at this passage, which is from John, the Gospel of John chapter 4, beginning at
verse 1.

John chapter 4, beginning at verse 1. Entitled here in the Bible, Jesus and the Woman of
Samaria. It's a very well-known story, event that happened.

And we're going to try and look at that tonight. Now when Jesus learned that the
Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more disciples than John,
although Jesus himself did not baptize, but only his disciples, he left Judea and departed
again for Galilee.

[13:19] And he had to pass through Samaria. So he came to a town of Samaria called Sychar,
near the field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph.

Jacob's well was there. So Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, was sitting beside
the well. It was about the sixth hour. A woman from Samaria came to draw water.

Jesus said to her, Give me a drink. For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy
food. The Samaritan woman said to him, How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from
me, a woman of Samaria?
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[ 14: 26]

[ 15: 36]

[ 16: 45]

[17: 49]

For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, If you knew the gift of
God, and who it is that's saying to you, Give me a drink, you would have asked him, and
he would have given you living water.

The woman said to him, Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep.
Where did you get that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob?

He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons and his livestock. Jesus
said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of
the water that | will give him will never be thirsty again.

The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
The woman said to him, Sir, give me this water so that | will not be thirsty or have to come
here to draw water.

Jesus said to her, Go call your husband and come here. The woman answered him, |
have no husband. But Jesus said to her, You are right in saying | have no husband.

For you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What
you said is true. The woman said to him, Sir, | perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship.

Jesus said to her, Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know.

We worship what we know. For salvation is from the Jews. But the hour is coming and is
now here when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth.

For the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth. Jesus said to him, | know that Messiah is
coming.

He was called Christ. When he comes, he'll tell us all things. Jesus said to her, | who
speak to you am he. Just then his disciples came back.

They marveled that he was talking with a woman. But no one said, What do you seek? Or
why are you talking with her? So the woman left her water jar and went away into the town
and said to the people, Come and see a man who told me all | ever did.

Can this be the Christ? They went out of the town and were coming to him. Meanwhile,
the disciples were urging him, saying, Rabbi, eat. But he said to them, | have food to eat
that you do not know about.

So the disciples said to one another, Has anyone brought him something to eat? Jesus
said to them, My food is to do the will of him who sent me and to accomplish his work.

Do you not say, There are yet four months, then comes the harvest. Look, I tell you, lift up
your eyes and see that the fields are white for harvest.

Already the one who reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true, One sows and
another reaps.

| sent you to reap that for which you did not labor. Others have labored and you have
entered into their life. Many Samaritans from that time believed in him because of the
woman's testimony.

He told me all that | ever did. So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to
stay with them, and he stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his
word.

They said to the woman, It's no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we
have heard for ourselves how we know this is indeed the Savior of the world.
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[ 19: 05]

[ 20: 58]

[ 22: 27]

After the two days, he departed for Galilee. For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet
has no honor in his own home town. So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed
him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem at the feast.

for they too had gone to the feast. We are now going to sing from hymn number 746.

746. 746. What a friend we have in Jesus. What a friend we have in Jesus. All our sins
and griefs to bear. What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.

Let us sing to God's glory. Amen. Let us sing to God's glory. What a friend we have in
Jesus.

All our sins and griefs to bear. What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer. What
a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer.

Oh, what peace we all can form us. Oh, what needless save we bear.

Oh, because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. Oh, we are all of our sins and
sins.

There's no trouble anywhere. We should never be discouraged. We pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we
pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we pray, if we Weakened and weakened, Comfort
with the Lord of care.

Passion saviour still our refuge, Take it to the Lord in prayer. Do thy prayers whose lives
forsake thee, Take it to the Lord in prayer.

In his heart he'll take and shield thee, That would find us all as theirs.

Right, before we look at that passage again, let's just pray. Lord, we thank you for this
beautiful evening. We thank you for the wonders of your creation.

We thank you, Lord, that you've given us the privilege of coming here safely to worship
together. We don't take that for granted, or we certainly shouldn't. We ask you, Lord, to be
with us as we look at this well-known passage, but we pray, Lord, that by your Spirit, bring
out new truths for each one of us here.

Perhaps each one in a different way, because we know us all separately and differently.
And we ask, Lord, that you will be glorified in everything that we do.

We pray for all who are also listening online, or listening to a recording. We ask you, Lord,
to be with them. We pray, Lord, that you'll speak through your word, and that through this
they will come to see the amazing grace that is found in Jesus Christ, as this Samaritan
woman found.

And that all of us will increase our faith, or come perhaps even to believe for the first time.
So we ask this all in the name of Jesus.

Amen. So let's just turn again to that passage from that well-known episode in the life of
Jesus, where he meets a woman at a well.

I know that we've had sermons on this in the past quite often. | actually particularly
remember one by ENA, which was a wonderful sermon.

So I've probably gleaned and picked a few things from that, unless you'd like to actually do
it again. So it's about the woman in Aapha who was at a well.

Now, particularly perhaps the young ones haven't seen a well like this. Has anyone, any of
you seen a well in Harris? Has anyone seen a well in Harris?
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[ 23: 30]

[ 24: 45]

[ 25: 48]

[ 27: 15]

Shaking heads? Some people have, yes. Well, | mean, there's actually two wells, at least
two wells on our croft, which are quite difficult to find.

In the old days, perhaps some of the people here, before there was piped water, that's
where you've got the water, fresh water to drink and to wash.

And in Harris, | think all of the wells are actually just seeping from under the rocks, and
there's just a small pool there from which you gather the water. The well we're talking
about here, that Jesus was at, was a very deep well, because they had to dig, deep, deep
down.

In fact, this one apparently is 100 foot deep to get to the water. So that's a bit about the
wells. Do you wonder sometimes if God really cares about you?

Many people go through life wondering if God really bothers much without them. And
there are many reasons for this. For example, you may feel that your past life is too sinful,
or you've done and thought many things that you're ashamed of.

You feel that your past is too much for God to really care about your welfare, or even to
save you. Many people look back on their lives and assume that they have blown up.

It's too late, they feel, for any hope from God. Others may feel that their lives are chaotic,
and they give little quality time to God. Why would God pay any heed to them or care for
them?

Life seems so busy and so preoccupied with just managing family, work, relationships,
illnesses, you name it. Why would God get involved?

Or some may look at some Christians and think, | could never be like that. They seem to
have it all, godly, upright even, dare | say, even respectable in the church.

Perhaps some here or online are feeling that way. The standards of God are too high for
you. You don't seem to be able to make contact with God.

He seems distant. In fact, many people go through the formalities of the church without
really believing in a God who loves and cares individually for them.

But this episode in the life of Jesus is a wonderful antidote to such thinking. And we read
here of our Lord caring deeply about a Samaritan woman who is full of shame, who
doesn't know him, whose life is both sinful and chaotic.

And yet he goes out of his way to meet her, to speak to her, and to gently reveal himself to
her. And we read at the beginning of the chapter how Jesus needed to leave Judea in the
south and go to Galilee in the north.

And apparently, according to those verses, the Pharisees were taking notice of him
because his disciples were baptizing many people. And Jesus didn't want a confrontation
at this stage in his ministry of the Pharisees.

And so he decided to leave and go to Galilee. Now to get to Galilee, the short route, the
straight route, led through Samaria. But the very religious people and many other Jews
hated the people of Samaria so much that they would take a much longer route on the
east side of Jordan simply to avoid contact with the Samaritan people.

| was thinking it's probably a bit like an Israeli today wanting to go to Egypt and deciding to
go through Gaza instead. Something like that.

That was the sort of feeling that was going on. And there was a long history to the hatred
between the two, Jews and Samaritans. The Samaritans were not considered clean.

They worshipped at a different temple in Samaria. Samaria. They only used the first five
books of the Bible. And they had many other beliefs which the Jews felt were in complete
error.
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So we see here in verse 4 that Jesus had to pass through Samaria. You see the word had
in the verse. And we know, of course, strictly that he didn't have to pass through
geographically.

He could have taken the longer route which most people would have done. But the way it
is put here suggests that he had to because of a particular mission. A mission to a
Samaritan woman.

An outcast. And someone most Jews would have completely shunned. Now in verse 5
they came to a town called Sychar. And a well that Jacob had dug centuries before.

In fact, that well still exists. It's apparently. | don't know if anyone's been to Israel and seen
it. But it's within a church. And it's believed to be the same well.

It's very deep. It's about a hundred feet deep. Verse 6. Jesus was weary from his journey
and he sat down by the well. Jesus was tired.

He was probably exhausted. He had traveled far. It was midday. That's the sixth hour in
the heat of the day. He was very tired and likely very thirsty.

Jesus here is shown to be the fully human person that he is. Yes, he's God the Son. But
he took on human nature and became one of us. Completely.

He felt tired. He was thirsty. And you know, this is so comforting. Our Savior is a man.
He's our brother. And as such, he represented all of us when he took our sins on the
Cross.

Fully man. Fully God. We should never really imagine that the one we pray to has not
experienced all of human life. Just like ourselves.

even experiencing temptation as we do. There's that wonderful passage in Hebrews that
explains how he was like us tempted in all things.

Hebrews 4.15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses but who in every respect has been tempted as we are yet without sin.

And the following verse Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

Do you have a time of need? Do you need this mercy? | certainly do. We can draw near to
him confidence and find grace.

And that's what | hope we can learn from this meeting with the woman at the well. The
woman came and asked Jesus Sorry, the woman came and Jesus asked her for a drink
verse 7.

Now this to a Jewish person at the time even to a Samaritan was completely outrageous.
Firstly she was a Samaritan and Jews didn't talk to them.

Secondly she was a woman and the rabbis wouldn't even talk to their own wives in public.
Jesus broke all the rules here. But Jesus doesn't try to obey manly rules.

He breaks through all the boundaries to reach us. Already Jesus knew all about her as we
shall see. Why was she coming alone to the well when there were no other women and in
the heat of the day?

The normal time for this would have been in the cool of the evening. Why was she trying
to avoid the others in the community? We soon find out. But Jesus knew.

Notice he begins the conversation with a question and a quest for help asking for a drink.
In this conversation you see a perfect model of how to approach someone with the
gospel.

To begin with a question draws the other person out and to be in need of help is a
wonderful way of breaking down barriers. A reply in verse 9 says it all.
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How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria? She's actually
completely aghast that he's doing this.

She's shocked and puts it very clearly he's a Jew, she's a woman and she's a Samaritan.
Unheard of. Quite apart from anything else the very utensil she would use to draw water
would be seen as unclean by a Jew and would not be able to use it.

Jesus replies in verse 10 If you knew the gift of God and who it is that's saying to you give
me a drink you would have asked him and he would have given you living water.

We see here Jesus altering the way the conversation goes and gently leading her to
guestion who he is. If you knew the gift of God and who it is that's saying to you he then
offers her living water.

Now apparently the water in Jacob's well is not from spring running into it it seeps or
percolates into the well from the surrounding rock.

But Jesus here is speaking of living water water that flows and runs free. Of course he's
speaking in spiritual terms and bringing her to spiritual truths and we can see this in John
7 38 where Jesus says if anyone thirsts let him come to me and drink whoever believes in
me as the scripture has said out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.

So the living water that he gives is the Holy Spirit working in our lives. And we can see the
same picture in the Old Testament in Isaiah 55 verse 1 Come everyone who thirsts come
to the waters and in verse 3 of that chapter incline your ear to me and come to me here
that you may live.

And in Isaiah 44 verse 3 For | will pour water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry
ground | will pour my spirit upon your offspring and my blessing on your descendants.

And so Jesus is drawing this woman into thinking about her spiritual thirst that no physical
water is going to help. And she replies in verse 7 Sir are you nothing to draw with?

She knew that he couldn't use her utensil here you do. You've nothing to draw with and
the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father
Jacob?

You see here how she wants to divert the conversation back to what she knows. The well
the water in it the question of how he is to get it out not using her utensils and the history
of Jacob.

She's trying to bring it back to earthly things. And all this seems to be avoid what seems to
be going too near her heart spiritual truths.

Are we not like this sometimes? We keep to the safe topics. When you speak to
somebody about God often that person will try to revert to the ordinary and the
comfortable.

We try to keep our spiritual lives closed and secret through uncertainty and often shame.
Jesus is not in the least put off by this as some of us would be.

He continues to gently lead her to what really matters. See what he says in verse 13
everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again but whoever drinks of the water that
I will give him will never be thirsty again.

The water that | will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.
You see here Jesus keeping to his theme he's not put off in any way by her comments.

She's clearly confused he knows that and uncertain about who this is Jesus lovingly
brings the subject back to what's important.

He elaborates about the water that only Jesus can give and the way in which he persists
is so encouraging to us. Many people feel that perhaps they refuse to answer the call of
Jesus and so it's too late.
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it's never too late. Some feel that they've not really understood the gospel message fully
and so have great worries that Jesus might give up on them.

But with this woman who really understood very little Jesus gently persists. He
understands her confusion just like he does ours. He doesn't give up and he never gives
up on you or I.

See how he speaks more about this living water. The water that | will give him will become
in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. This is no stagnant pool.

This is abundant and flowing and refreshing. Notice that this water springing up is in the
person in him or her who receives it.

He's speaking about the Holy Spirit and he's offering this to a poor rejected sinful shamed
Samaritan woman. And the question really is to you and | do we believe that he offers that
water to us as well?

She answers still lacking understanding and interpreting and literally in verse 15 she says
Sir give me this water so that | will not be thirsty again or have to come here to draw
water.

Now you might think that Jesus would give up at this point. She's still in the dark and
doesn't engage on a spiritual level with him. Jesus then says to her verse 16 Go call your
husband and come here.

She replies | have no husband. He says you're right in saying | have no husband for you
have had five husbands and now the one you have is not your husband.

What you've said is true. Again you see how Jesus who knew all there was about her
introduces the situation of her husband. He could have rebuked her.

He could have shamed her for having so many husbands so many disastrous
relationships so many divorces. He could have just come out with the truth and shocked
her.

But on the contrary he gently introduces the subject by simply asking her to call her
husband. And this shows his sensitivity and his care not to overwhelm her with her
situation.

But at the same time he's opening up the whole subject of her sinful life. He doesn't move
away from that. He knows that this must be dealt with. And he will do the same with us.

He will prompt us to examine our lives and realize our sin and our need for the Savior. But
he does it lovingly just as with this woman.

And this reminds us of his great call in Matthew 11 28. Come to me all who labor and are
heavy lading and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn of me for | am
gentle and lowly in heart and you will find rest for your souls for my yoke is easy and my
burden is light.

See how he describes himself as gentle. The creator of the universe gentle. This is shot
so clearly in his dealing with this woman.

And the astonished woman then realizes that he is at the very least a prophet. And she
says in verse 19 Sir | perceive you are a prophet. She then engages with him regarding
how to worship God.

Perhaps | think lost for something to say. And she says in verse 20 Our fathers
worshipped on this mountain that's Mount Gerizim which is in Samaria.

But you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people ought to worship. She is now
seeing Jesus in a new light certainly and coming to ponder what is important about
worshipping God just as with us Jesus has led out of consideration of spiritual things.
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And Jesus gives a wonderful answer to this. An hour is coming he says when neither on
this mountain in Samaria nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.

He goes on to say salvation is from the Jews but that the time is coming when true
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and in truth. God is spirit and those who
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.

Notice the intimate use of the word Father for God here. This would have been a
revelation to this woman. He's showing us the close relationship we can have with the
Father as children of God.

Jesus is pointing her and us to the fact that soon there will be no temple either in Samaria
or Jerusalem and the true worshipers you and | do not need a specific place.

What we need and this is true this evening in Tarbert is to worship God in spirit and in
truth. The ultimate truth being of course Jesus Christ who said | am truth the way and the
life.

No one comes to the Father except through me. He then says in verse 25 | know the
Messiah is coming he who is called the Christ when he comes he will tell us all things.

Then these shattering words from Jesus | who speak to you am thee. Jesus has led this
woman sensitively and lovingly to the truth.

It's an absolute master class in how to engage with a stranger and to speak truth into their
lives. The intricacies and subtleties that are in this conversation between Jesus and the
woman are quite wonderful.

It could not have been made up. His disciples return at this point and they're astonished
that he should be talking with a woman. They still had a great deal to learn about Jesus
didn't they?

And what was the result of this for the woman? Verse 28 she abandoned her water jar.
She just left it there. She wanted much more than physical water and completely forgot
about it.

She went to the town, a place she was afraid of in the past to be seen in public and told
them about Jesus. Can this be the Christ? She already knew.

And we read in verse 39 many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman's testimony. And in verse 41 many more believed because of his word.

And so on this evening you and | can realize that Jesus really does care about each one
of us.

He cared about a woman who was a foreigner, hated by the Jews, who was unclean in
Jewish eyes, who had a chaotic and sinful past, who was full of shame, and could not
even join the other women to collect water.

He led her gently to understand. He does that with you and with I. He is gentle, he is
loving, he wants no one to be lost. It doesn't matter how bad things are with you or I, or
what we've done, he's speaking to us today.

And when | say us, | do mean both Christians and non-Christians. Christians, we let the
Lord down in many ways. We are frail, and we often don't put on the full armour of God in
the battle.

We fall and we grieve the Holy Spirit. And this is the honest truth. Let me read some
verses from John's first epistle, chapter 1. If we say we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. Notice when we confess, he cleanses us from all unrighteousness,
not just a part.
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And then there's wonderful and reassuring words at the beginning of chapter 2. But if
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ, the righteous.

He is the propitiation for our sins. He is our advocate. And if you've committed your life to
him, he will not forsake you or leave you.

He is the propitiation for our sins, which means he is our substitute on the cross, taking
the punishment that has been to us. And we should be reminded that the only other time
we have a reference to Jesus being thirsty was on that terrible cross when he said, | thirst.

It seems too good to be true, but it is true. It's pure, unmerited grace, the sort of grace that
this poor, smargin' woman received. She did nothing to merit it, pure love and grace.

And she came at last to understand who he was. grace. And when she did, she didn't
hesitate to receive the truth and act upon it, free unmerited grace to be received by faith.

The question is, why would any of us hesitate to receive this grace? And so let us, like this
woman, receive the truth and act on it, tell other people what she did.

Jesus elsewhere, Jesus elsewhere said, | am the way, the truth and the life. We should
put our faith in the one who is tired and thirsty on that hot day of the well, who forgot about
his own physical needs and of course in the end, he never got the water from the well.

And he gave himself to speaking to this woman of Samaria. He cared for this poor woman
and what | hope this passage is conveyed is that he cares for you alive.

Ultimately, he would give absolutely everything for us by going to the cross and taking her
sins and ours on himself. We are now free to be able to worship here tonight in spirit and
in truth.

What a Savior. Let's just pray. Lord, we thank you for opening up this passage of
scripture.

Thank you for the wonderful way that you sought out this woman of Samaria just as you
seek out us and pursue us.

And help us, Lord, like her to, even with little understanding, to come to believe, to see
that wonderful grace, the gentle way in which you knock on our door, and help each one
of us, Lord, to receive, to know, and to live, and to worship you in spirit and in truth.

We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. Okay, we're how going to sing from Psalm 116, verses
1to 8.

Psalm 116, verses 1 to 8. I'll just read the first verses of that. | love the Lord because my
voice and prayers he did hear.

I, while I live, will call on him who bowed to me his ear. Of death the cords and sorrows did
about me compass round. The pains of hell took cold in me.

| grief and trouble found. Upon the name of God the Lord, then did | call and say, deliver
thou my soul, O Lord, | do thee humbly pray.

And it goes on to talk about the mercy and the grace of the Lord. Let's just sing this to God
for this. | love the Lord, Lord, he cross my voice and prayers he did hear.

I, while | live, will follow him, who | to be his and On death the courts and sorrows did other
people run.

The pains of hell to hold on me. | voy voy!

voy! voy! O Lord, | truly humbly pray.

God merciful and righteous is, Yea, gracious is our Lord.

God saves the meek, | was brought low, He did me help afford.

O thou, my soul, do thou return, Unto thy quiet rest.
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For large people, the Lord to thee, His bounty of death spreads.
For my dispensed soul from death, Deliver what | thee.
Thou didst my morning night, My strong tears, My feet from falling free.

And now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, And the love of God, And the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit, Be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.
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